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Common Front for Housing Rights 
fcdl.ro 

 
 
The Common Front for Housing Rights (Frontul Comun pentru 
Dreptul la Locuire, FCDL) is an activist platform whose 
mission is the affirmation and the defence of housing rights 
against abuses.  
 
Different forms of housing exclusion and deprivation occur in 
the post-socialist neoliberal context, marked by the 
privatization and marketization of the housing domain. These 
are both manifestations and generators of new social 
inequalities, sometimes justified by racist arguments. They 
are (re)creating huge disparities between citizens classified 
into “deserving” and “undeserving”, or between the privileged 
and the disadvantaged, while Romanian public policies and 
legislation fail to provide housing justice for all. 
 
FCDL was launched on the 13th of March 2014.  
 
The first action organized by the Front was the Forum for 
Housing Justice that took place a week later. 
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Forum of Housing Justice 
first edition 

March 21-23 2014  /// tranzit.ro/bucharest 

 

Under the headline “Too many empty houses and too many 
people on the streets!”, several organizations and individuals 
from Cluj and Bucharest were invited by the Front to the first 
edition of the Forum for Housing Justice in Bucharest.  

Evicted people, scholars, activists and people in solidarity of 
various ages and social backgrounds gathered for a 3-day 
series of discussions, presentations, debates, projections and 
a gazette launch. The issues touched upon during the Forum 
included: forced evictions, the restitution law, ethnic 
segregation and gentrification. Additionally, the Forum aimed 
at establishing alliances and creating new strategies of 
resistance and contestation.  

Funded entirely through the efforts of participants, the Forum 
was organized on the principles of solidarity, self-organization 
and collective action.  

As a result of the Forum, the Common Front gained new 
active members, growing as an organization to include two 
cities now: Bucharest and Cluj. 

    Figure 1. Discussions during the Housing Justice Forum, March 2014 
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FCDL Bucharest 
 
FCDL has been initiated by evicted persons and those 
threatened with eviction in Bucharest and, alongside them, it 
also includes kin, friends, activists, artists and NGO workers.  
 
FCDL emerged after numerous meetings of communities 
threatened with eviction from the Rahova-Uranus 
neighbourhood with the support of various groups and 
evicted persons from other areas in Bucharest. The ensuing 
solidarity resulted in organizing protests and judicial actions 
which partially had the expected outcomes.  

The activist experience has proven that a certain result 
regarding housing justice can be achieved only by standing 
together. Thus, in November 2013, arose the idea of creating 
an organization which addresses structural problems related 
to housing rights, by linking as different phenomena as: 
evictions determined by the restitution of formerly 
nationalized properties, abusive evictions determined by 
public utility works and/or urban restructuring projects, 
homelessness (many of which are former evictees), 
gentrification causing ethnic segregation and the 
criminalization of poverty.  

  



COMMON FRONT FOR HOUSING RIGHTS  |  

 

 

4 

FCDL Cluj 

 
People, groups and organizations already involved in housing 
rights and anti-segregation activism – The Desire Foundation, 
founding member of gLOC and the Ⓐ-casă collective - joined 
the Common Front created in Bucharest.  
 
Housing-related activism in Cluj started in 2010 as a reaction 
to the forced eviction of 76 families from Coastei street. This 
eviction was linked with an urban regeneration project. As a 
result of the relocation of the evictees to the Pata Rat area, 
these administrative measures re-enforced the gravity of the 
housing exclusion of more than 1000 people already settled 
nearby the city's landfill. This case of segregation and 
residential isolation overlaps with the substandard living 
conditions in a polluted environment and with the cultural 
stigmatization of residents. Currently, we also mobilized in 
support of the families subjected to housing insecurity on 
Stephenson Street, who are threatened with demolition.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Figure 2. The demolition of houses from the Coastei street,  December 2010 
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FCDL Cluj supports the struggle of marginalized Roma 
communities from Cluj-Napoca for justice, aiming to 
construct a trans-ethnic solidarity for housing rights and to 
support all the persons and marginalized groups lacking 
access to adequate and decent housing.  

 

 

The FCDL MANIFESTO 
 

People coming from various backgrounds, scattered in rural 
areas and in towns, are constantly afflicted by violations of 
their fundamental right to housing. Be it the entrepreneurial 
arrival of real estate companies resulting in rises of rents and 
property prices, be it the failure of municipalities to grant 
rightful support to vulnerable families, be it decisions of local 
councils to isolate communities based on ethnicity, 
everywhere we acknowledge cases of abuse and 
oppression unfolding in the name of profit and power.  

We believe that real change can only occur through 
solidarity and self-organization. Therefore, FCDL is an 
initiative having two main aims:  

1. Facilitating people’s organization against housing rights 
violations and  

2. Bringing this pressing problem on the agendas of media 
and authorities 
 

Our claims are:  

 Identifying legal solutions in order to provide housing 
for every tenant in formerly nationalized houses, 
people who now in danger of being evicted. No one has 
to end up in the streets!  

 Housing justice as a priority of the local budget policy 
and public policy.  
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 Permanent shelters for homeless people. 
 Budgetary increases for the construction of social 

housing and the expansion of the public housing stock.  
 Publication on the websites of local councils from 

Bucharest and Cluj-Napoca of updated priority lists 
about the process of granting social housing. 

 Regulation of rent prices in private housing according 
to the population’s living standard.  

 Housing right as constitutional right.  

 

At the onset, FCDL aims to:  

 Gather together people undergoing housing problems 
from all districts of Bucharest, from Cluj Napoca and 
also from other cities, in order to organize a collective 
defence of their rights.  

 Initiate public debates about the social consequences of 
the Law of Restitutions (10/2001).  

 Contribute to combating the stereotypical ideas 
regarding poor people (stereotypes like: they do not 
want to work, they await to be granted social support, 
they are a legacy of the former regime) who do not 
own a house or who cannot afford one through street 
actions, media interventions, case studies, and critical 
theory.  

 Establish and maintain links with housing activist 
groups in Eastern Europe through dialogue and 
exchange.  
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The first simultaneous action of the Front:  

 

“Houses, not humiliations”, April 10, 2014 
 

 
Bucharest evictees claim their rights! 

Protest, City Hall 
 
At the initiative of FCDL Bucharest, approximately seventy 
people picketed the City Hall on the 10th of April. Evictees 
form all the city districts were joined by friends, close 
relatives and supporters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 3 Protesters in front of the Bucharest City Hall 
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Together, they displayed and chanted slogans as: „Houses, 
not humiliations”, „Respect Article 5 of Law 112/1995 and 
Article 15 of GEO 40/1999”, „If your kids will be in the street, 
you will proceed in the same way?”, „Housing for all, not just 
for the mafia”, and others. 

The protesters contacted officials from the Secretary 
General’s office and from one of the Vice Mayors’ office, 
inviting them to direct dialogue, either in the street or inside 
the City Hall. The repeated requests for the designation of at 
least one official to discuss with the protesters were rejected 
by the City Hall. In the following days, FCDL Bucharest filed a 
petition signed by the majority of the protesters to the City 
Hall Registry. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 4 Protesters in front of the Bucharest General City Hall 
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Through the action in 10th of April, FCDL Bucharest demands 
from the City Hall: 

 
 A permanent commitment to the prevention of 

turning tenants of formerly nationalised houses 
into homeless persons, guaranteeing their relocation 
in adequate houses, at the latest during the eviction 
day, in accordance with Art. 5 of Law 112/1995. 

 Resolutions from the City Council for the evictees 
housing requests within 1 year from the filing 
date, in accordance with Art. 15 of GEO 40/1999. 

 The publication of the updated number of 
unresolved housing requests made by evictees from 
the former nationalised houses. 

 The publication of the estimated number of 
people to be evacuated in 2014, based on the 
previsions of restitutions issued by the mayor. 

 The publication of the updated Bucharest housing 
fund reserved for the nationalised houses evictees. 

 Revisions of property restitution previsions based 
on forged acts, identities or signatures, or in the 
absence of property documents. 

 Removing the obstacles in submitting the application 
of social housing directly to City Hall.  

 Transferring the houses and flats owned by the 
City Hall but permanently unused in the housing fund 
destined to the evicted tenants. 

 Respecting the ANL (National Agency for Housing) 
Law, that provides funding for social housing. 

 Resolutions for the cases of persons inhabiting 
state properties without legal documents, advised 
by some City Hall employees to occupy empty houses 
with the prospect of obtaining legal leases. 
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Evictees of Cluj claim their rights! 

Flash-mob, Central Park 

 

 
 

The Common Front for Housing Rights presented a series of 
claims concerning housing in Cluj by the means of a flash-
mob. This was performed in the front of the building of the 
Old Casino from the Central Park of the City. 

 

The action included a moment during which protesters 
wearing masks of local authorities' representatives destroyed 
the paper 
houses 
displayed on 
the spot.  In 
this way, the 
flash-mob 
suggested 
that there 
are many 
persons and 
families in 
Cluj whose Figure 5  Flash-mob action in Cluj 
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housing rights were and are threatened by administrative 
measures that override their human dignity and material 
goods.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants at the flash-mob sent the following messages: 
“Locuinţe, nu umilinţe” (Romanian, Houses, not 
humiliations!), “Respectaţi, nu demolaţi!” (Romanian, 
Respected, not demolished!), “Locuinţa este un drept, nu un 
privilegiu” (Romanian, Housing is a right, not a privilege), “A 
város mindenkié” (Hungarian, The City belongs  to  All!), 
“Méltányos lakhatóságot, nem megalázót” (Hungarian, 
Dignifying, not degrading homes), “Case pentru fiecare, noi 
nu vrem gentrificare” (Romanian, Houses for everybody, we 
don’t want gentrification), “Amen kamas te avas micle bunu 
pace” (Romanes, We want to live peacefully), “Na kamas te 
demolalinen amen” (Romanes, We don’t want  to be 
demolished), “Bunăstare, nu segregare” (Romanian, 
Wellbeing, not segregation).  
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6 Flash-mob action in Cluj 
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Through the action on April 10th, FCDL Cluj claims:  

 
 Prevention of forced evictions according to 
international conventions signed by Romania. 

 Genuine consultation of people under the risk of 
eviction regarding the possibilities of avoiding eviction, 
and/or housing alternatives provided to them.  

 Preventing homelessness of people who live 
precariously in areas undergoing urban regeneration. 

 Locative re-integration of marginalized people 
and groups, with 
or without 
shelters, amongst 
them those 
pushed to the 
margins of the 
city by 
authorities.  
 

 Solving the 
housing situation of vulnerable persons living 
without legal forms in informal shelters and/or 
settlements. 

 Expending the public housing stock, either by 
making use of existing buildings or through constructing 
new homes.   

 Establishing criteria of social housing distribution 
which assure the access of marginalized persons to 
adequate housing and the re-entitlement of those 
previously dispossessed.  

 Respecting the rights of tenants evicted from 
restored buildings, according with existing legislation.  
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We demand that the Municipality and Local Council should 
express their political commitment towards eliminating the 
effects of advanced marginality through creating an adequate 
social housing stock and/or by providing subsidized rents 
which can enable disadvantaged persons in their effort to 
belong to the city.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
During the flash-mob, inside the Casino building, in the 
presence of Mayor Emil Boc, people working on proposals 
regarding the Development Strategy of Cluj-Napoca for 
2014-2020 participated at the presentation of the first 
synthesis of the related document. One of the flash-mob 
banners carrying the messages of the action ("Housing is a 
right, not a privilege”) was displayed inside. There was no 
reaction to it on the part of municipality representatives. A 
petition was subsequently submitted to the City Hall, but no 
response has been received until now.  
 

 

Figure 7.  The presentation of “The Development Strategy 
of Cluj-Napoca, 2014-2020”  
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FUTURE ACTIONS 
 

1. Simultaneous and constant events organized in the public 
spaces of the cities displaying the claims of the Common 
Front, learning about cases and experiences of housing-
related human rights abuses, expressing solidarity with the 
victims of such abuses and providing supportive information 
for them.  

 

2. Permanent pressure on local authorities to properly include 
the issue of housing on the municipalities’ public agenda 
(extending the social housing fund, avoiding forced evictions, 
preventing homelessness, respecting the legislation related to 
the provision of alternative housing for the evictees from 
restored homes or of adequate social housing for the 
disadvantaged, transparent procedures etc.) 

 

3. March for housing rights organized in both cities during the 
fall of 2014 as a result of networking and mobilization events 
of the next few months.              
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CONTACT 
 

Explore our website: fcdl.ro and stay updated by signing up 
for the newsletter. 

 

Write us at fcdl@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:fcdl@gmail.com

