
 

 
 
 
 

The Project "Socio-educational Services for 

Roma Inclusion" (ROMEDIN) is implemented 

in Cluj-Napoca, and funded through SEE 

2009-2014 grants, as part of NGO Fund in 

Romania. For additional information about 

SEE and Norwegian Grants, please access 

www.eeagrants.org. 

ROMEDIN is implemented by Desire 

Foundation for Social Reflection and 

Openness in partnership with ARTEMIS – 

Women’s Association against Violence, 

TRANZIT Foundation, Community 

Association of Roma from Coastei, the 

Social Work Department from Babeș-Bolyai 

University - Faculty of Sociology and Social 

Work, the Cluj County School Inspectorate 

and Cluj-Napoca Municipality.  

The project unfolds between 15 September 

2014 and 14 March 2016. 
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THE GENERAL FRAME OF THE PROJECT 

The ROMEDIN project (“Socio-educational 

services for Roma Inclusion”) answers to the 

challenge of social and spatial marginalization 

of the Pata Rât area in the context of Cluj-

Napoca, through an educational initiative 

aiming to support inclusion and social justice. 

ROMEDIN aknowledges that in order to 

produce change, inclusion needs to act as a bi-

directional process: including marginalized 

individuals among social categories who benefit 

of an equal access to the resources of our 

society entails creating some institutional 

mechanisms that facilitate this accessibility.  

 

 

 

 

An educational project does not have the 

power to change the economic means of the 

individuals or of the school system, but it is able 

to support affirmative measures for those who 

are hindered in their capacity to access the 

resources of the school network due to their 

social isolation – e.g., living in disadvantaged, 

segregated or stigmatized areas. It can also 

encourage an institutional approach and 

practice that is based on solidarity and social 

equity values, assumed as a public policy by the 

decision makers. 

 

 

 

ROMEDIN supports and promotes education for 

social justice and inclusion: 

(1) It offers social and educational services to 

children and families living in the marginalized 

communities from the Pata Rât area in Cluj-

Napoca. 

(2) It develops the Cluj network of inclusive 

schools with the aim to support social and 

spatial desegregation of the area. 
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AIMS, METHODS, AND THE ROLE OF 

RESEARCH IN THE PROJECT  

 

 

The ROMEDIN micro-research (Activity 1) aims 

to produce a participatory assessment of 

educational needs and problems encountered 

in the isolated communities, targeting school 

aged children, and the schools where they are 

enrolled. In the context of the project, this 

activity aims to generate knowledge that 

supports the planning of the other activities, on 

the one hand, and to offer milestones for 

evaluating and improving them, on the other 

hand. The first stage of the micro-survey 

unfolded between 15 October and 15 

December 2014; the second stage is scheduled 

for July 2015; the third one should unfold 

between 15 January and 15 February 2016. 

 

The ROMEDIN micro-research is thus an action 

research, or an investigation through and for 

action, which contributes to reaching the goal 

of providing school participation as a social 

right and also to institutionally deploy school 

education as an instrument of social justice.  

Its results are produced through the qualitative 

methodology of participant observation in the 

process of jointly shaping an understanding of 

the issues and defining their potential solutions, 

which might make use of the means and 

resources provided by the ROMEDIN project. 

These results are communicated to 

communities and schools with the aim of 

improving the socio-educational services 

offered through the project. They will be  

employed in all the project activities that 

support, by the means of public educations, the 

schools dedicated to social inclusion and in 

particular the inclusive school network created 

through ROMEDIN. If the detailed results of the 

research are to published, we will comply with 

the agreed confidentiality and anonymity 

norms.  
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The contextualized understanding of these 

problems is facilitated also by previous analytic 

process unfolding within "EDUMIGROM: Ethnic 

differences in education and diverging 

prospects for urban youth in an enlarged 

Europe", a program supported through the 

European Commission 7th Framework Program 

(FP7/2007–2013). 1  

                                                 
1
 EDUMIGROM aimed to explore the degree to 

which educational policies and practices in nine 
countries protect ethnic minorities from the 
effects of social exclusion or whether these 
transform them into isolated citizens. In other 
words, it analyzed the role of school education 
in reducing, maintaining or deepening the 
inequalities between youth in matter of access 
to education, employment and various forms of 
social, cultural and political participation. The 
results concerning the Romanian context were 
published in Enikő Vincze and Hajnalka Harbula 
(2011), Strategii identitare și educație școlară. 
Raport de cercetare despre accesul copiilor romi 
la şcoală (EDUMIGROM / România). Cluj: EFES 
(http://sparex-ro.eu/wp-
content/uploads/strategii-identitare-si-
educatie-scolara-Volum-2011.pdf). The volume 
focuses on the identity strategies of Roma 
children in a Romanian city by which they react 
to the challenges of their immediate school and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The core principle of the ROMEDIN 

participatory assessment of educational needs 

and problems is that of generating knowledge 

to tackle the issues identified in communities, 

schools, and in their relationship regarding the 

access of quality school education of children 

from disadvantaged environments.  

 

 

 

 

                                                                         
domestic environment, on the one hand, and of 
their broader social and economic context, on 
the other hand. It also observes the efforts of 
these teenagers to affirm themselves as 
independent persons, while they process the 
cultural messages with regards to their ethnic 
identity and also the effects of their social 
context, as they try to act with dignity in the 
presence of others (by unconditionally 
accepting school rules or by opposing to them). 

http://sparex-ro.eu/wp-content/uploads/strategii-identitare-si-educatie-scolara-Volum-2011.pdf
http://sparex-ro.eu/wp-content/uploads/strategii-identitare-si-educatie-scolara-Volum-2011.pdf
http://sparex-ro.eu/wp-content/uploads/strategii-identitare-si-educatie-scolara-Volum-2011.pdf
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In a first stage, the micro-research identified 

children from Dallas, Cantonului street and and 

the ex-Coastei street/ modular house area, 

enrolled to the schools from the city. We 

discussed with them and with their parents 

(individually or in groups) about their school 

attending experience and their perspectives on 

the opportunity of attending an after school 

program at their schools (Activity 2.1 in the 

project); and a non-formal educational program 

(Activity 2.2: theater and fine arts workshops) 

offered by ROMEDIN to children enrolled or not 

enrolled to school. In this process we also 

identified families with children who present 

high risks of absenteeism and school drop-out. 

Our project aims at providing information, 

counseling and interventions on their behalf in 

order to prevent these phenomena (Activity 3). 

We entered relatively easy in the communities 

with this purpose thanks to a trustful 

relationship that was built among us during the 

last five years through the actions we carried 

out together with the members of these 

communities. 2  

                                                 
2 The history of these actions is presented on 
the Desire Foundation webpage,  
 http://www.desire-ro.eu/?page_id=1179 
 

In a second stage, following children in the 

schools in which they are enrolled, we 

identified the following public educational units 

in Cluj-Napoca: "Ion Agârbiceanu" Gymnasium, 

"Ana Aslan" Technical College, "Traian Dârjan" 

Gymnasium, "Anghel Saligny" Technical College, 

"Alexandru Vaida Voevod" Gymnasium, 

"Nicolae Iorga" Gymnasium, "Romulus Ladea" 

Arts High School, "Iulian Pop" College of 

Economics, "Gheorghe Lazăr" Pedagogical 

National College, Technology Special High 

School “Samus”, "Raluca Ripan"  Food Industry 

Technical College. During several visits to many 

of the above mentioned schools we had 

individual and group discussions with directors 

and assistant directors, primary and gymnasium 

teachers, and – depending on individual cases – 

with school mediators, support teachers and 

with psychologists, regarding their interest to 

organize and unfold the after school program in 

their schools, alongside other ROMEDIN 

activities. We also considered the schools’ 

experiences in the area of school inclusion, 

their achievements and issues, their needs 

related to such endeavors, the possible 

implementation of the ROMEDIN After School 

Program and the preparation of the other 

agreed activities. 



 

 

 
 
From the first phase of the ROMEDIN research some statistical data also resulted in what regards the 
school participation and distribution of children from the Pata Rât area across the Cluj-Napoca school 
system. Out of these we present here only a few, while in the February issue of ROMEDIN Newsletter 
we will discuss our preliminary conclusions and recommendations. 
 
 
 
According to the type of schools where they are enrolled, the 278 children from Pata Rât (especially 
from Dallas, Cantonului street and modular houses/former Coastei) enrolled in the 2014/2015 school 
year are distributed across the urban school system as reflected in the Diagrams 1 and 2 from below 
(out of them 194 children are enrolled into mass education/ approximately 70%, and 83 children are 
attending the special school/ almost 30%).     
 
 

 
Diagram 1.The percentage of children from the Pata Rât area in different types of schools 
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Diagram 2. The number of children from the Pata Rât area  
according to the type of the attended school  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
In what regards children from the fourth community of the Pata Rât area (the landfill), before the fall of 
2014 none of them were attending schools in Cluj-Napoca.3 In the school year 2014/2015, through the 
project of the Intercommunity Development Association of the Cluj Metropolitan Area entitled "Social 
interventions for the desegregation and social inclusion of vulnerable groups from the Cluj Metropolitan 
Area, including marginalized Roma communities" there were enrolled to school 12 children from the 
landfill (three to the "Horea" Gymnasium and three to the Montessori school from Cluj-Napoca, and six 
to two schools of Cojocna village, Cluj county). They are not included into the statistics of this report.  
 

 
 

                                                 
3
 With the occasion of the UNDP/UBB research conducted in 2012 ("Participatory Assessment of the Social 

Situation in the Pata-Rat and Cantonului Areas which was performed within the UNDP project: Preparatory Phase 
of a Model Project. Making the most of EU Fund for Sustainable Housing and Inclusion of disadvantaged Roma 
(explicitly but not exclusively targeted) in Cluj Metropolitan Area,") parents declared that seven out of the 61 
school aged children between the age of 7 and 14 were enrolled to school in the localities from other counties 
where they have their stabile domicile, but nobody attended school in Cluj-Napoca during the period of time when 
the family temporarily migrated to the landfill for work. 
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According to the Pata Rât sub-area where they are living, in what regards the type of the attended 
school, through Diagram 3 one might observe that the biggest percentage of those enrolled to the 
special school reside on Cantonului street (over 56% out of enrolled to school are attending the special 
school).  
 
 
 
 

 Diagram 3. The percentage of school children in different types of schools  
according to their housing area  
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Table 1 from below reflects the distribution of the number of children from the Pata Rât area (Dallas, 
Cantonului and modular houses/former Coastei) in the schools of mass education according to 
educational cycle from preparatory class to the twelfth grade.  
 
 
 

 Table 1. The number of children enrolled into mass education according 
to  educational cycles, schools and housing areas  

 
 

EDUCATIONAL CYCLE COASTEI  CANTONULUI   DALLAS  TOTAL  

Preparatory class 

Agârbiceanu 2  - -  2 

Ladea  2  2 -  4 

Pedagogic 1  - -  1 

Dârjan - 7 21  28 

Blaga - 1 
 

 1 

Total 5 10 21 36 

I-IV grades 

Agârbiceanu 9   4  - 13 

Vaida Voevod 8  - -   8 

Ladea 9   2  - 11 

Dârjan - 17 61  78 

Iorga -  1 -  1 

Total 26 24 61 111 

V-VIII grades  

Agârbiceanu  4  - - 4 

Saligny 5  - - 5 

Ladea 6  - - 6 

Samus 1  - - 1 

Aslan -  1 - 1 

Dârjan - 10 9  19 

Total 16 11 9 36  

IX-XII grades  

Economic  3  - -  3 

Pedagogic 1  - -  1 

Borza 2  - -  2 

Saligny 2  - -  2 

Samus - 2 0  2 

Raluca Ripan - - 1  1 

Total 8 2 1 11 

TOTAL  55  47 92  194 
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At the end of the first phase of ROMEDIN research we signed Co-operation Agreements with "Ion 
Agârbiceanu" Gymnasium, "Ana Aslan" Technical College, "Traian Dârjan" Gymnasium, "Anghel Saligny" 
Technical College, "Alexandru Vaida Voevod" Gymnasium, "Nicolae Iorga" Gymnasium and  "Iulian Pop" 
College of Economics. On the base of our previous collaboration with the directors of these educational 
units, we signed other Co-operation Agreements concerning Activity 4.1 (developing the Inclusive 
Schools Network) with "Gheorghe Lazăr" Pedagogical National College, "Horea" Gymnasium and 
"Gheorghe Șincai" Theoretical High School (here we are also implementing Activity 4.2).  

Table 2 from below reflects the options of schools for the types of activities run in these educational 
units through the resources of the ROMEDIN project.  

 
 

Table 2. Activities run in schools by ROMEDIN 

 

 
Schools 

Activ 
2.1 

After-
school 

 
Activity 3    Activ 4.1 

Network 
of 

inclusive 
schools 

Activ 4.2 
Inclusive 

school 
index 

Teacher 
training 

on school 
abandon

ment  

 Actions 
preventing 

bullying  

Actions 
preventing 

sexual 
abuses   

Campaign 
for 

children's 
rights   

Campaign 
for 

gender 
equality   

1 Agârbiceanu X X X X X X X X 

2 Dârjan  X X X X X X X   

3 Vaida Voevod X X X       X X 

4 Ana Aslan X X     X   X X 

5 Saligny X X X X X X X X 

6 Economic X         X X   

7 Pedagogic             X   

8 Șincai             X X 

9 Horea             X   

10 Iorga              X   
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Project details 

 

 

Romanian: 

http://www.desire-ro.eu/?page_id=904, 

http://coastei-ro.eu/?page_id=30  

 

 

 

 

 

 

English:  

http://www.desire-ro.eu/?page_id=968,  

http://coastei-ro.eu/?page_id=32 
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The content of this material does not 

necessarily reflect the official position of the 

SEE 2009-2014 Grants.  
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