
 

 

 

 

 

ROMEDIN Project – Socio-educational 

Services for Roma Inclusion is implemented 

in Cluj-Napoca, funded through the 2009-

2014 SEE Grants, as part of NGO Fund in 

Romania. Please see www.eeagrants.org 

for additional information about SEE and 

Norwegian Grants. 

ROMEDIN is implemented by Desire 

Foundation for Social Reflection and 

Openness in partnership with ARTEMIS – 

Women’s Association against Violence, 

TRANZIT Foundation, Coastei Community 

Roma Association, the Social Work 

Department from Babeș-Bolyai Faculty of 

Sociology and Social Work, the County 

School Inspectorate and Cluj-Napoca 

Municipality.  

The project unfolds between 15 September 

2014 and 14 March 2016. 
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The socio-educational services package 

included in the ROMEDIN After School Program 

(ASP) has three large components: 

- Social support 

- Educational support for homework and 

remedial learning   

- Preparation for life (personal 

development activities and human 

rights education) 

The role of ROMEDIN ASP in the overall project, 

its aim and objectives, together with its core 

concept were presented in our January 2015 

ROMEDIN newsletter.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities for Personal Development 
Eszter Péter 

 

These activities are targeting primary school 

pupils. Children involved in the project were 

assigned to groups by the teachers working 

with them, according to their age and 

timetable. Personal development activities take 

place after classes, when primary school 

children are not involved in activities that are a 

direct part of their formal education. The 

following creative techniques have been used in 

the unfolding of the personal development 

activities: drawing, painting, collage, theatre, 

games, creative moving, and music. These are 

some of the methods that increase creativity 

and stimulate personality development. They 

help children to discover themselves and give 

them a much needed safety feeling (school 

results are almost irrelevant here, as pupils 

meet requirements and successfully face 

challenges). Simultaneously, these methods 

support children in exerting their freedom of 

expression and in expressing their ideas, 

wishes, needs and opinions. 
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Personal Development Activities in the "Ana 

Aslan" Technical High School, and the "Ion 

Agârbiceanu" and "Alexandru Vaida Voevod" 

Gymnasiums  

 

As part of the personal development activity 

series, we involved children from these schools 

in games and practical exercises about topics 

that are relevant for their lives – e.g. my family, 

my shield, my city. 

Through the game called my family, children 

could present their families by drawing their 

hand contour. They could chose between 

writing the names of their family members on 

each finger or the names of any other persons 

they regarded as close and important to them. 

At the end of the game, they were invited to 

answer the following question: Who am I and 

what’s my role in my family? 

 

 

 

In the my shield game, children cut out a shield 

that they covered in aluminium foil, to make it 

look like a historic piece. While manufacturing 

it, we discussed about the origin and purpose of 

this object – that of protecting us and our dear 

ones. Through this game, we aimed to find 

answers to the following questions: Who are 

those close to me? Who are my friends? Which 

are my qualities and my flows? What gives me 

hope? What is my hidden talent? 

 

 

 



 

4 

 

 

With the occasion of several meetings we 

prepared cognitive development sheets for 

children. Logical, organized and concrete 

thinking skills, as well as basic mathematics 

knowledge, together with life and environment 

information are needed in order to be able to 

solve the assignments included in these sheets.  

By exposing them to such tasks, we aimed to 

develop involuntary and spontaneous attention 

among small chidlren. In the case of bigger 

children, we used sheets for the development 

of abstract thinking and of a flexible approach 

of problem solving.  
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Personal Development Activities at the "Traian 

Dârjan" Gymnasium  

These activities unfold in this school through a 

class support program for pupils from the 1st to 

the 4th grade, unfolding during the regular 

school program. 

 

1st Grade. We aimed to insert a few simple 

rituals in the daily activities. This routine helps 

children to become more self confident and to 

feel equal with their class mates. We also 

established a story time with the purpose to 

enjoy the benefits of stories. These are useful 

to children in daily life conflicts, send away 

inner pressure and feelings of anxiety.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd Grade. We reviewed geometry knowledge 

with the help of assignment charts and we drew 

the geometric cat. In order to improve their 

active vocabulary, children were asked to 

memorise a poem called My Fluffy Little Cat. In 

order to increase comprehension after one of 

the children recited the poem, we colored 

thematic sheets and made a collage with 

aluminium foil and paper. 
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3rd Grade. Besides the above mentioned 

activities, we manufactured an information 

pannel with the our city topic. Children cut out 

colorful images of buildings and monuments, 

together with relevant phrases about their 

history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Grade. In their case, personal development 

assignments were completed with cognitive, 

analogic thinking and perception development 

activities, elaborated by R. Feuerstein.  

 

 

 

 

 

We also tried to create a spring atmosphere 

trough these activities and games. For 

instance, we practiced smooth moves with 

the help of lady bugs and we drew Easter 

cards.  
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Human and Social Rights Education 

Simona Ciotlăuș 

 

Pupils from the gymnasium groups attend 

classes of Human and Social Rights Education, 

included in the life preparation component of 

the ROMEDIN After School Program.  

Classes unfold weekly at the end of the regular 

school program, after lunch. They last 

approximately two hours and take place in the 

following schools: the “Ion Agârbiceanu” 

Gymnasium (a 6 pupil group); the “Anghel 

Saligny” Technical College (an 11 pupil group); 

the “Ana Aslan” Technical College (2 groups 

with children from the 5th to 6th and 7th to 8th 

grades). In the “Traian Dârjan” Gymnasium,  

ROMEDIN covers this component with support 

activities unfolding in the Civic Education 

classes for the 7th and 8th grades, during the 

regular school program.  

 

 

The Social and Human Rights Education classes 

are conceived as a means for children to value 

personal experiences, to express themselves 

both verbally and visually. These classes are 

frames in which children are motivated to 

communicate individually and in groups in 

order to identify and challenge discrimination 

and social inequity cases from their surrounding 

world. Thus, these classes aim to stimulate the 

development of social imagination and  of 

empathy for cases of discrimination, injustice 

and inequity.  

The following methods were used:  

►presenting cases of rights infringements 

and social injustice using visual materials – 

including video and documentaries  

►active dialogue in groups or in pairs 

►challenging some personal experiences; 

individual or group reflection  

►challenging of injustice cases faced by 

other individuals or groups; individual or 

group reflection 

►presenting and representing  

discrimination and social injustice situations 

from the perspective of pupils  

►debating these cases  
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During the classes from the previous months 

we took assignments to know each other, to 

acknowledge differences and to respect them, 

we actively red a text about racism1 and we 

searched for analogies with experiences known 

by pupils. Furthermore, we practiced how to 

explore the world we live in2, we discussed 

cases of discrimination and of work related 

temporary migration – using experiences with 

which children were acquainted from their 

extended families.  

In March, the activities unfolding during the 

Human and Social Rights Education classes were 

oriented towards learning about recent cases of 

discrimination and social injustice. The classes 

focused particularly on presenting situations of 

housing rights infringement, using two case 

studies from Romania: the forced eviction and 

relocation of families from Coastei Street in the 

Pata Rât modular homes in Cluj-Napoca and the 

eviction of the families living in the buildings 

from the gangway on 50 Vulturilor Street in 

Bucharest.  

                                                 
1
 http://www.cartier.md/carti/rasismul-pe-intelesul-

fiicei-mele/834.html  
22

 Following the approach models employed by Keri 
Smith in “How to be an Explorer of the World” 
http://www.edituraparalela45.ro/titlu_detaliu.php?i
dtitlu=1670   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The activities included various material 

presentations documenting cases of housing 

injustice (video, photos, interviews, brochures, 

text pieces produced at the eviction, texts 

written by evicted individuals). These explain 

the property regime in Romania (for instance, 

the explanatory charts used to document the 

history of the Vulturilor disposession). 

 

A graphic representation of the eviction case 
from the Vulturilor Street, used as a support 
material 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cartier.md/carti/rasismul-pe-intelesul-fiicei-mele/834.html
http://www.cartier.md/carti/rasismul-pe-intelesul-fiicei-mele/834.html
http://www.edituraparalela45.ro/titlu_detaliu.php?idtitlu=1670
http://www.edituraparalela45.ro/titlu_detaliu.php?idtitlu=1670
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Explanatory chart and the dispossession history 
of individuals from Vulturilor Street 

 

 

 

Drawing made in the ROMEDIN AS program at 
Ion Agârbiceanu Gymnasium 

 

According to children’s age, they were 

proposed several activities with different 

degrees of difficulty, through which they could 

reflect on the presented situations and to react 

to them: describing and representing the two 

eviction situations in pairs or in groups, using 

drawings and texts, assessing the injustice  

experienced by evicted individuals, evaluating 

positive and negative aspects from the 

presented cases. In the groups of children from 

the 7th and 8th grades (Anghel Saligny, Ana 

Aslan, Traian Dârjan), we discussed together 

the reaction of evicted individuals and we 

challenged the negative effects of eviction and 

housing injustice. We also debated the 

responsibilities of local administration with 

regards to protecting and defending the rights 

of evicted individuals; we also discussed in 

general terms the issue of social living in the 

city.  
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Project details  

 

Romanian  

http://www.desire-ro.eu/?page_id=904, 

http://coastei-ro.eu/?page_id=30  

 

 

English  

http://www.desire-ro.eu/?page_id=968,  

http://coastei-ro.eu/?page_id=32 
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The content of this material does not necessarily 

reflect the official position of the 2009-2014 SEE 

Grants. 
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