
 

 

 

 

 

ROMEDIN Project – Socio-educational 

Services for Roma Inclusion is implemented 

in Cluj-Napoca, funded through the 2009-

2014 SEE Grants, as part of NGO Fund in 

Romania. Please see www.eeagrants.org 

for additional information about SEE and 

Norwegian Grants. 

ROMEDIN is implemented by Desire 

Foundation for Social Reflection and 

Openness in partnership with ARTEMIS – 

Women’s Association against Violence, 

TRANZIT Foundation, Coastei Community 

Roma Association, the Social Work 

Department from Babeș-Bolyai Faculty of 

Sociology and Social Work, the County 

School Inspectorate and Cluj-Napoca 

Municipality.  

The project unfolds between 15 September 

2014 and 14 March 2016. 
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The social and educational set of services 
offered through the ROMEDIN project has been 
developed and offered for five months thanks to 
the involvement of more than 30 teachers from 
six schools in Cluj-Napoca. 291 children from 
primary, gymnasium and high school level are 
the beneficiaries of this program. 176 of them 
are enrolled in the after school program (80 of 
them with domicile in Pata Rat area, while 96 
from disadvantaged families from other areas 
of Cluj who are school mates of the Pata Rât 
children). Other 115 children from the 5th to the 
8th grades attend the personal development 
and civic education programs included in the 
normal school program of the "Traian Dârjan" 
Gymnasium, which schools children from Pata 
Rât and Someșeni. 

Our colleagues, teachers at the "Ana 
Aslan" Technical College and coordinators 
of the After School Program at the primary 
level, prepared the present material for the 
ROMEDIN newsletter series. This reflects 
the program experiences and results, on 
the one hand, and the vision on inclusive 
education, on the other hand. By publishing 
this material, the ROMEDIN team aims to 
contribute to the acknowledgement of their 
work. We support also by this means the 
demand that the Cluj education system, 
together with local and national authorities, 
applies concrete measures to financially 
and symbolically assist inclusive education 
in making social justice real.  

 

 
"ANA ASLAN" TECHNICAL COLLEGE -  
A SCHOOL FOR EVERYONE 

Angela Vereșezan 
Iolanda Molnar 

 
 
 
We all know that we are different from each 
other, that we have our own traits; these can 
be similar, but never identical. Accordingly, 
each individual is unique. And we still have 
needs. Through them we identify with the 
others. We all have rights and duties, and 
therefore we all need to be treated equally.  

Maybe we heard more often lately about those 
disadvantaged groups, always searching for 
their own identity, strongly repressed by 
society and consequently isolated and labeled 
as the most controversial human species. These 
are the Roma, placed in two extremes in the 
eyes of the Europeans. On the one hand, they 
have been idealized in some novels and films – 
as carefree, welcoming people, and travelers 
who always knew to voice joy and sadness 
through music and dance. On the other hand, 
they have been criticized as unreliable, 
mysterious and cagey, always misfit and 
isolated, forming a closed community.  

But the Roma have been always facing 
discrimination and stood united. Family life has 
been offering them the support and joy they 
needed throughout the ages. By tradition, 
Roma take great care of their children, who are 
also attached to their parents and look after 
them when they are old [...]. 
 
 

http://www.desire-ro.eu/?p=1160
http://www.desire-ro.eu/?cat=25
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Children can be happy or sad in school, they can 
be exuberant or melancholic, for various 
reasons. School and family are the main source 
of  these states during childhood. While we can 
hardly interfere with the family, it is in the 
school that we can build a safe and pleasant  
environment. 
 

 
 
 

What can school do,  

in order to be close to children, to become a 
place where they feel good and safe and an 
environment that represents them? 

The answers cannot be neither simple, nor safe, 
but they can be summarized as it follows: 

 

 
 

 

 

►  understanding one of the most 
important purposes of inclusive education: 
perceiving differences between children as 
resources on which learning should rely, rather 
than obstacles one needs to overpass; 
recognizing that inclusive education is an aspect 
of social inclusion; 

 ► school is an extremely important 
socializing environment for children; 

 ► the quality of the school environment 
influences the efficiency of learning; 

 ► it takes time to build the identity of the 
school, involving all its actors – pupils, teachers, 
parents; 

► the setting of classrooms and of shared 
spaces reflect the existing school relationships 
(pupils-teachers); 

 ► children have the right to express their 
opinion in what regards the setting of the 
school environment, which increases their 
feeling of belonging and their community spirit; 

► the display of information, photos, 
drawings and of other products – especially of 
children from disadvantaged groups – reflects 
reality, it grows a collective memory, and 
stimulates the development of the class as a 
community; 

 ► the ethnic and cultural diversity of the 
school population and of the community must 
be reflected in the entire school, not only in the 
class room; 

► children’s self-image and their pride for 
personal achievements are sometimes 
neglected and this is why they should be 
cultivated in daily school activities; 
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► cultivating team spirit and cooperation 
among pupils are sources that combat racist 
impulses and labelling; 

 ► a close cooperation with integration 
specialists (support teachers, school mediators, 
counselors, psychologists, speech therapists 
etc.) is absolutely needed in order to combat 
isolation, also with the purpose to adapt 
children with difficulties to school standards;  

► the permanent connection with pupils’ 
families is the source of the balance needed to 
shape their personalities;  
►   school climate can be improved 
through simple and accessible interventions, for 
which funds are not necessarily needed. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Education – the responsibility of the entire 
community  

 

School is an essential component of every 
community through its human resources, its 
study facilities and the totality of its assets. The 
involvement of the school in community 
development is a process that mobilizes the 
resources latently available in any community.  

 

The education of children is the responsibility of 
the entire community: teachers, parents, priests, 
Local Council representatives, speech therapists, 
support teachers, and others. All these education 

agents contribute to community development 
and to educating the young generation in the 

spirit of a developed social capital: social trust, 
general reciprocity, spontaneous cooperation, 

organic solidarity, civic participation. 
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► We are permanently concerned with 
improving pupils’ academic outcomes, with 
adapting schools to the needs of Roma children 
and parents, and also with their active 
involvement in school life, since we hold the 
conviction that Roma children cannot succeed 
without the crucial support of their parents. It is 
for this reason that the development of a 
partnership with parents and the other social 
actors is absolutely necessary, as well as the 
maintaining of a permanent cooperation, 
promoting tolerance, understanding and 
mutual respect. 

► Parents are that part of the community most 
interested in what happens in the school. It is 
the parent who initiates the family relationship 
with school, enrolling the child. Then the school 
has the task to manage this relationship in 
order to become a real partner, with the 
purpose to support as effectively as possible 
the harmonious development of the child and 
implicitly of the family and of the community. 

►  The relationship of parents (adults in the 
community) with the school does not 
necessarily need to cease once the child 
finishes his studies. It can continue through 
activities that support the school or through the 
cultural activities that unfold in the school and 
involve members of the community. Moreover, 
school is a virtual community center for 
learning, where staff can organize activities of 
continuous learning for the entire community 
or for its selected members; 

►  Communication between school and 
community needs to be proactive. This 
strengthens the parent-school partnership, it 
satisfies the information need of parents and of 
local administration actors; 

 

A RESPONSIBLE SCHOOL GUARANTEES THE 
PERMANENT DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
COMMUNITY  

The management of the "Ana Aslan" Technical 
College aims the following: 

► to identify and satisfy the needs of our 
beneficiaries through a tight partnership with 
social, economic and cultural agents; 

► to cooperate with the beneficiaries in order 
to define and ensure the long term advantages 
of the education it provides; 

► to support all the team members involved in 
the educational process and to offer high 
quality products and services through effective 
communication and an adequate training of 
professional skills; 

► to provide the following: 
 ►motivate and involve the teaching 

and auxiliary teaching staff; 
 ► respect commitments; 

►create and maintain a representative 
image.  
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ROMEDIN in the “Ana Aslan” Technical College  

60 pupils from the primary and gymnasium 
level in our school are ROMEDIN beneficiaries. 
We asked children: What did you enjoy most in 
this program? 

 

What I liked  

Doing our homework and no longer needing 
to do them at home; 
Watching the Wonderful Forest film; 
Doing our homework and then getting out 
in the yard; 
Singing in front of the classroom; 
Taking pictures - best day ever; 
The way Ms. Iolanda and Mrs. Angela treat 
us; 
Playing; 
Singing and having fun;  
Learning many things;  
Getting along well with children;  
Being asked by Eszter to build the crocodile; 
Working with other children;  
The fact that the ROMEDIN pupils are the 
best. 
 

What I did not like  

Having fights with other children;  
Being criticized when misbehaving; 
The moment I treated bad Eszter; 
Kids trying to look cool;  
Kids' bad attitude;  
Being harassed by some children in the 
school yard; 
Children arguing and misbehaving;  
Children fighting; 
Some of the girls misbehaving sometimes; 
Children being lazy, using a bad language 
and swearing. 

 

A happy event  

Getting out and listening to music; 
Playing with games;  
Bringing my ROMEDIN medal and showing 
it to colleagues; 
Playing in pairs and having fun; 
Making cards and March decorations;  
Receiving the best grade for an individual 
working sheet;  
Playing outside;  
Mrs. Iolanda surprising us with sweets;  
Doing my homework and no longer needing 
to do it at home.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Proposals for future activities   

Being involved in more activities; 
Going to the Great Park with volley balls; 
Going to the city and enjoying longer 
breaks; 
More games with children;  
Drawing more;  
Making a team song and dance 
competition; 
Putting on shows;  
To be showed what a pilot does;  
Having a picture done with all the ROMEDIN 
pupils.  
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We need to assist children who encounter 
learning difficulties and make sure they are 
respectfully treated and regarded as potentially 
active individuals, able to learn according to 
their own possibilities and abilities. Only in this 
manner can their reactions be used to stimulate 
our development as teachers. 
 
There are training programs for teachers who 
work with Roma children,  allowing them to 
learn about Roma tradition, history and culture. 
Multicultural education programs can be 
initiated in the school framework, offering 
Romanian and Roma children and also to those 
from other ethnic groups, the opportunity to 
learn more about the history and traditions of 
their colleagues and thus the foundation for 
understanding and for accepting DIVERSITY. 
 
Parents' involvement in school activities is one 
of the priorities of the current education 
system. It is important that we try to provide 
this through as many means as possible, also in 
relationship with Roma parents. 
 
 
Educating adults (teachers, parents) and 
children in the spirit of tolerance and 
nondiscrimination are priorities for changing 
mentalities and for combating bias. 
 
 
Therefore, the main objective of each teacher 
and of each individual is to provide equal 
opportunities to disadvantaged categories and 
particularly to Roma children.  
 
 
 
 

EDUCATION and SCHOOL FOR EVERYONE are 
needed; these can be achieved through 
cooperation and collaboration - ME, YOU, HIM / 
HER - THE PERSON, generally, and THE 
TEACHER, in particular 
 
 
We should never forget to ask ourselves: "Am I 
helping the pupil to feel competent through 
what I am doing?" 
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Project details  

 

 

 

Romanian  

http://www.desire-ro.eu/?page_id=904, 

http://coastei-ro.eu/?page_id=30  

 

 

English  

http://www.desire-ro.eu/?page_id=968,  

http://coastei-ro.eu/?page_id=32 
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The content of this material does not necessarily 

reflect the official position of the 2009-2014 SEE 

Grants. 
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Noémi Magyari, project manager assistant  
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