
 

 
 
 
 

The Project "Socio-educational Services for 

Roma Inclusion" (ROMEDIN) is implemented 

in Cluj-Napoca, and funded through SEE 

2009-2014 grants, as part of NGO Fund in 

Romania. For additional information about 

SEE and Norwegian Grants, please access 

www.eeagrants.org. 

ROMEDIN is implemented by Desire 

Foundation for Social Reflection and 

Openness in partnership with ARTEMIS – 

Women’s Association against Violence, 

TRANZIT Foundation, Community 

Association of Roma from Coastei, the 

Social Work Department from Babeș-Bolyai 

University - Faculty of Sociology and Social 

Work, the Cluj County School Inspectorate 

and Cluj-Napoca Municipality.  

The project unfolds between 15 September 

2014 and 14 March 2016. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND PRELIMINARY 
RECOMMENDATIONS  RESULTING 
FROM THE ROMEDIN RESEARCH 

Simona Ciotlăuș, Enikő Vincze 
 

In the ROMEDIN Newsletter nr. 3 from December 
2014 we already discussed some of the aspects of 
our research conducted in the Fall of 2014: the 
participatory assessment of educational problems 
and needs in schools and communities as research 
through and for action; the aims and methods of this 
endeavor, and its role in the context of the whole 
project; running the first phase of this research; and 
some of its preliminary results. In what follows, we 
are going to complete these information with the 
presentation of the synthetic conclusions of the first 
phase of the ROMEDIN research, and as well as 
some of our general recommendations that are 
going to be developed through project Activity 4.1 (in 
particular in the Strategy of the network of inclusive 
schools).  
 
 

 

SYNTHETIC RESULTS 

In the mid 1990’s the Pata Rât area was 
inhabited only by the so called Dallas colony. 
Families who nowadays live on Cantonului 
Street began to move to this territory or were 
relocated there by local authorities starting 
with 2002. Moreover, the families who 
currently reside in the modular houses were 
evicted from Coastei Street and relocated to 
Pata Rât in December 2010.  

This history of inhabiting the Pata Rât area is 
reflected among others in the occurrence of 
children from Dallas, Cantonului and the 
modular houses area (the former Coastei 
inhabitants) in the schools of Cluj-Napoca.  

The absence of children from the modular 
houses in the “Traian Dârjan” Gymnasium and 
the fact that they attend other schools in Cluj 
(from Mărăști and Între Lacuri districts) might 
be explained by the fact that prior to 2010, they 
used to live with their families on Coastei Street 
in the Mărăști neighborhood.  

On the other hand, the massive enrollment rate 
of school aged children from Cantonului and 
Dallas to the Dârjan Gymnasium is a result of 
educational policies concerning the schooling of 
children from the Pata Rât area:  

- how they were enrolled into this school while 
rejected by the other educational units of the 
city;  

- the lack of vision and practices of the Cluj 
County School Inspectorate in what regards 
school desegregation, and implicitly its 
potential contribution to reduce the effects of 
residential segregation on school segregation, 
and as well as the neglect of the fact that the 
latter might become a factor of the 
reproduction of territorial and housing 
exclusion of the Pata Rât area;  

- how educational projects supported by private 
funds dedicated to children from the Pata Rât 
area were concentrating on the Dârjan school. 

 

The acknowledgement of these developments 
made us to conceive the ROMEDIN project as 
one that acts on and through a network of 
schools, and aims at generating institutional 
changes across the school system.  
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The schooling of children from the Pata Rât 
area began in 1995 – by then this basically 
meant enrolling children from the Dallas colony 
to the “Traian Dârjan” Gymnasium. The Roma 
pupils' groups (24 children in 1995 and 54 in 
1996) were regarded as “integrated classes of 
special education”. The infrastructural 
development and improvement of the school 
was supported through the PHARE and Educația 
2000+ programs starting with 2000, which both 
were initiatives to support the schooling of 
Roma children and to provide access to school 
education of vulnerable groups. 

Briefly put, under the impact of several factors 
and experiments with the schooling of children 
from Pata Rât, beyond its institutional options, 
especially because it was the school selected 
for enrolling the children from this residentially 
segregated area, the Dârjan Gymnasium 
became a segregated school (more than half of 
its student body is composed of self-declared 
ethnic Roma).  

Besides Dârjan school, mostly enrolling children 
from the Dallas colony, as we also discussed in 
the third issue of our ROMEDIN Newsletter, the 
Special school nr. 2 enrolls more than a half of 
the school children from Cantonului street.  

Only a few children from Pata Rât continue 
their studies in high schools.  

All these together reflect an exclusionary trend 
that children from the Pata Rat area are faced 
with in what regards their (re)orientation 
towards special educational units. The 
orientation of children living in marginalized 
urban areas towards schools that are already 
stigmatized results in new forms of 
inferiorization, respectively in the perpetuation 
of their social marginalization and political 
exclusion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Similarly with how the Cluj-Napoca Municipality 

lacked till now a desegregation plan targeting 

the Pata Rât area, the County School 

Inspectorate had no plan either in what regards 

school desegregation in relation with children 

belonging to the marginalized communities 

from this area. Thus, all the programs and 

privately funded projects implemented in Pata 

Rat or in the Dârjan Gymnasium (the PHARE 

program in the Dârjan School, the Pro Roma 

Foundation in Dallas, etc.) produced at the best 

case some improvements of their conditions 

and children's literacy, but did not seek to 

contribute to the social, territorial, housing and 

school inclusion of the marginalized 

communities from Pata Rât, and the inclusion 

of this issue on the local public agenda.    
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The realities of the distribution of the Pata Rât children across the city's school system, as mirrored by 
the diagram from below, continue to persist in the 2014/2015 school year. This reveals that the Cluj-
Napoca school system was only able to find solutions to assure that children belonging to the evicted 
community from Coastei and moved to Pata Rât in 2010 continue to be enrolled into the mixed schools 
of the city.  However, it failed to activate institutional mechanisms that could have ensure the access to 
mixed schools of pupils from the other Pata Rât communities (Dallas and  Cantonului, and not to speak 
about the landfill inhabitants). In addition, this system was not able to transform the Dârjan Gymnasium 
into an educational unit that integrates children with different ethnic and social backgrounds from the 
Someșeni neighborhood. 

 

Diagram 1. Number of children from the Pata Rât area, according to the schools where they are enrolled 

 



 

5 

 
The consequences of living in a segregated, 

isolated and polluted area, and as well as the 

conditions of precarious living and of 

generalized social insecurity are also mirrored 

in the instability characterizing school 

attendance. The latter cannot be solved only 

through educational programs, without 

territorially desegregating the Pata Rât area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The precariousness of living in this segregated 

area and the massive enrolment of its 

youngsters in the same school reproduces the 

effects of social marginalization across 

generations, and it is a manifestation of the 

intersection of residential and school 

segregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the solution for the marginalized 

communities from Pata Rât does not come from 

Pata Rât, the solution for the Dârjan 

Gymnasium cannot be found in the Dârjan 

Gymnasium. The problem does not result from 

the Pata Rât Romani communities or from the 

Dârjan School, but it lies in the economic and 

social mechanisms and in the political decisions 

or the institutional neglect creating socio-

educational marginalization and exclusion.  

 

 

The problem is not the large number of ethnic 

Roma in Pata Rât or in the Dârjan Gymnasium, 

but the fact that the Pata Rât inhabitants are 

facing the multiple disadvantages of social 

exclusion, accumulated over several 

generations. Another source of this 

predicament is blaming  and stigmatizing of 

those living in poverty for being poor and 

associating "the Roma" with poverty and social 

problems.  
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PRLEIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
 
A. Finding an institutional strategy coordinated 
by the Cluj County School Inspectorate at the 
city level that might lead to the desegregation 
of the Dârjan School without negatively 
affecting its existence as an educational unit. 
This strategy will have to also refer to solutions 
for enrolling children to several mixed schools 
of Cluj-Napoca, and for definitely avoiding to 
enroll the children from Pata Rât into special 
schools just because they are under the risks of 
the effects of social exclusion. 
 
 
B. Changing the status of classes where children 
are learning all the disciplines in Romani 
language from marginal or inferior and 
stigmatized into the position of an equal 
partner of other classes. These ought to 
become proudly assumed initiatives for the 
cultivation and promotion of Romani language 
and culture, in which the local Roma elite 
should play a crucial role.  
  
 
C. The acknowledgment by the Cluj County 
School Inspectorate of the efforts for 
supporting quality education among children 
from disadvantaged environments, by using 
incentives that recognize teachers' activities on 
the domain of school inclusion. Modifying the 
criteria and evaluation indicators of the schools, 
in a sense that allows the symbolic and material 
recognition of the work accomplished with 
children from disempowered groups and 
particularly from the Pata Rât area.  
 

D. Drawing and implementing customized 
remedial programs and teaching methods 
centered on pupils and supporting their 
individual progress (e.g. the methodologies of 
Waldorf, Montessori or Step-by-step pedagogy, 
etc), while keeping them in the frames of mass 
education. These might include, for example, 
alternative methods of teaching Romanian or 
mathematics or other disciplines, while aiming 
to reach the skills requirements level for the 
completion of a course of study and allowing 
differential evolutions within an educational 
cycle. Carrying out after school programs across 
the Cluj-Napoca school system that support the 
school participation of children from 
disadvantaged areas, using the financial and 
logistic instruments provided by the Order no. 
5349/ 07.09.2011 of the Ministry of Education, 
concerning the approval of the methodology for 
organizing the After School Program. 
 
 
 
E. Supporting the school participation of 
children belonging to vulnerable groups and 
marginalized communities, including those 
from Pata Rât, by the Cluj-Napoca Municipality 
and City Council – by providing school transport 
and related accompanying personnel for 
instance from the adults with guaranteed 
minimum income; ensuring free meal for 
children enrolled into the afterschool program 
while not cutting the right to social canteen of 
the families; and by other means to be 
identified. 
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Romanian: 

http://www.desire-ro.eu/?page_id=904, 

http://coastei-ro.eu/?page_id=30  

 

 

English:  

http://www.desire-ro.eu/?page_id=968,  

http://coastei-ro.eu/?page_id=32 
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The content of this material does not 

necessarily reflect the official position of the 

SEE 2009-2014 Grants.  
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