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RETHINKING the 8
th

 of MARCH 

 

  

 

The program consisted of a series of events organized in the city of Cluj by the 
Centre for Equal Opportunities of Foundation Desire between 8th and 15th of 
March 2000. Our aim was to represent in public women’s different voices 
regarding issues defined by them as important for their post-socialist life. The 
Institute for Cultural Anthropology at the Faculty of European Studies, the 
Artemis Program – Counseling Centre against Sexual Abuse and Violence, the 
French Cultural Centre and the Tranzit Foundation co-organized the event 
supported as well by the voluntary work of individuals from local institutions (CD 
Radio Cluj, Waldorf Kindergarten, Radio Cluj, Agape Program for Children, 
Bogáncs Dance Group, European Student Association, the journal “Adevărul – 
Cluj” .  

 
The program stated women’s power as one that consists of  their ability to take 
part in public life and to make a difference not only in the terms of  “female 
problems” but as well regarding any social issues. The organizers defined the need 
for creating a public space for women, an informal network of individuals and 
organizations that might be activated in front of forms of inequalities and 
discriminations perceived in the local social life in ethnic, gender and sexual 
terms.   

 
The events announced as part of the program “Rethinking 8th of March”, expressed 
the participants’ will to take part in the global movement "World March of 
Women in the Year 2000". And - under the slogan "2000 good reasons to march" - 
to define some special social issues around which women from Cluj might want to 
build up solidarity and become publicly active.  

 
The program included: 

 
- a roundtable discussion with the participation of representatives of women’s non-
governmental organizations, media, and higher education on the topics “feminist 
movements from an East European perspective”; 

 
- a public event “Women for Equal Opportunities” including film screening, photo 
exhibition, program for children and the forum of local women’s non-
governmental organizations with the participation of the Foundation Desire’s 
Centre fro Equal Opportunities, the Artemis Program – Counseling Centre against 
Sexual Abuse and Violence, the French Cultural Centre, the World Vision 
International – Cluj Branch, Association of Unitarian Women, Baha’i Community, 
Centre for Family Planning, the Foundation “Re-founded Family”,  Tranzit 
Foundation, Confident, The European Task Force for Women, Young Mother’s 
Club; 
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- the first meeting of a six months long program entitled  “Dialog for the 
Development of a Gender Perspective” offered for a group of university students 
with the participation of some active women from the local political, economic, 
and artistic life; 

 
- the first meeting of the Seminar for Feminist Research organized by the Institute 
for Cultural Anthropology at the Faculty of European Studies from Cluj; 

 
- broad-casting a series of interviews and talk shows at Radio Cluj and CD-Radio 
on issues like: stereotypes on women in the media, violence against women, 
contraception and abortion, discrimination at workplace and domestic division of 
labor, women’s presence in politics, motherhood, women’s rights, Romanian 
women through a Western perspective,  women organizing and the issue of gender 
inequality; 

 
- a series of articles published in a local newspaper under the heading “The 
Woman” that discussed women’s condition in Romania, women’s global 
movement, and the event "World March of Women in the Year 2000. 
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DIALOG FOR THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF A GENDER PERSPECTIVE 

 
 

Co-organized with the Institute for Cultural Anthropology at the Faculty of European 
Studies between January and June 2000, the program consisted of six meetings of a 
group of students and special guests. It was supported by the Program for Women of 
the Open Society Foundation, Bucharest. The students enrolled in this program were: 
Nicoleta AVERESCU, undergraduate on law; Mihaela CĂLUŢ, M.A. on Human 
Philosophy; Ana FLOREA, undergraduate on European Studies; GEAMBASU Réka, 
undergraduate on sociology; Cristina GHEORGHE, M.A. on Comparative European 
Studies; HARBULA Hajnalka, M.A. on Cultural Anthropology; Monica MUNTEAN, 
M.A. on Arts; PÁSZTOR Gyöngyi, undergraduate on sociology; Cecilia POLICSEK, 
drd. at the Faculty of Letters; SZŐCS Andrea Enikő, undergraduate on journalism; 
Ana Cristina TARTA, undergraduate student at the Academy of Music.  

 

Issues related to the need, the ways and the limits of introducing a gender perspective 
in the treatment of several social phenomena were discussed. The debates of the 
meetings were organized around the following topics: the status of women in society; 
sexual abuse and violence; women entrepreneurs; women’s presence in politics; 
women’s representation in the media; artistic discourses on women’s body. At the 
workshops we enjoyed the contribution of the following guests: Ioana BINDEA, 
reporter at Radio Cluj; Éva BODROGI, psychologist at Women’s Shelter; Iuliana 
CORNEA, lawyer, politician; Maria DIACONESCU, psychologist at Artemis Centre; 
Elian, artist; Mioara MINEU, lawyer at Artemis Centre; Alina MITREA, social 
worker at Women’s Shelter; Liliana MORARU, artist; Mária ORBÁN, school speech 
therapist; Alexandru POP, Criminality Laboratory of the Ministry of Justice Cluj 
Branch; Ovidiu PECICAN, historian, writer; Alexandru PECICAN, theater director; 
Narcisa POPA, juridical counselor at Artemis Centre; Steluţa RACOLTZA, president 
of ARDAF Insurance Society; Mihaela RUS, general manager at VITRINA 
Advertising Centre; Cristina STIHI, reporter CD Radio Cluj; Gabriella SZABÓ, 
psychologist at Women’s Shelter; Sanda TIGMEA, psychologist at Women’s Shelter; 
Gyöngyvér VERES, Estuar Foundation. 

 
Our students and guests from the local public life had a chance to introduce into the 
debate their interpretation of films watched together on every occasion, several notions 
of the social and cultural research on gender relations, and some life experiences of the 
carrier women invited every time. It was our aim to have a contribution to the raise of 
public awareness towards the social construction of “female” and “male” roles, of 
“femininity” and “masculinity”, and, generally speaking, towards the mechanisms, 
which engender private and public life, and construct power relations and social 
hierarchies. Building bridges between academic and extra-academic life, in particular 
between “scientific knowledge” produced within the university and the life experience 
of real people was also among our objectives to follow.   
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