
ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
 
2000/2001 
 
 
ACTIVITIES 
 
According to the original plans of our Project for the Development of a 
University Program on Gender Studies, in the academic year 2000-2001 we 
made important steps towards the fulfillment of our strategic objective, the 
building up a teaching capacity on gender studies at Babes-Bolyai University, 
Cluj, Romania. This plan included course, structural and faculty 
development. Therefore, as far as the operational objectives of the curriculum 

development plan are considered, in the academic year 2000/2001 we revised 
some of the existing courses, and developed new courses on gender studies. 
Moreover, the operational objectives of the structural development plan were 
also completed, in the sense that we created the Interdisciplinary Group for 
Gender Studies within the Institute for Cultural Anthropology. This unit 
offers the undergraduate program on “Gender, Society and Culture” starting 
with the academic year 2001-2002 and initiates the establishment of a 
department on gender studies at Babes-Bolyai University with the fall of 2001. 
In addition it develops a proposal for setting up an M.A. program on gender 
studies to be started with the academic year 2003-2004. Furthermore, the 
faculty development plan completed our effort to strengthen the teaching 
capacity on gender studies of senior scholars and to promote junior scholars. 
The establishment of a Department on Gender Studies by the fall of 2001 at 
the crossroads of several chairs on social sciences from Babes-Bolyai 
University is the best sign of receiving institutional recognition for the 
faculty’s work. 
 
 
CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
Twelve members of the group (11 faculty and 1 documentarist) were having 
their mobility to our Western partner institutions and as a result of this, 12 
course syllabi and course readers were developed. Six of these courses were 
already part of the curriculum of the involved chairs (being taught in the 
academic year 2000-2001); they were revised as a result of the documentation 
work and will be offered as such at undergraduate level starting with the 
academic year 2001/2002. The rest of the courses are part of the package that 
is developed to be included in the program of the M.A. program on gender 
studies to be established in 2003. The curriculum development was backed up 
not only by the documentation visits at the Research Centre for Women’s 
Studies at the University of Sussex in UK (4 persons) and the Centre for 
Women’s Studies at the University of Nijmegen in The Netherlands (8 
persons), but as well by library development. In this sense the book donation 
received from the Network of East West Women (United States) as a resource 



outside of the HESP support was very helpful for us, and it is to be gained in 
the next years, too. The results of two other initiatives (publications enjoying 
financial support beside the HESP support) are going to enrich the 
background of the teaching material on gender studies: 
- the publication of the Romanian translation of the book “Reproducing 
Gender” edited by Susan Gal and Gail Kligman with the support of the OSI 
Publishing Grant (the translation was started by Mihaela Căluţ-Frunză, the 
book has to be published in 2002) 
- the publication of the book “Women in Romania in-between tradition and 
modernity” written by local scholars, edited by Ghizela Cosma, Ovidiu 
Pecican and Enikő Magyari-Vincze (to be published in the fall of 2001 with the 
support of Foundation Desire). 
 
 
STRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
A. The formation of the Interdisciplinary Group for Gender Studies (IGGS) 
The members of the team working on the development of the program 
“gender, society and culture” decided to form the Interdisciplinary Group 

for Gender Studies. This was established under the umbrella of the Institute 
for Cultural Anthropology (the higher education unit formed near the Faculty 
of European Studies) that submitted the project for HESP in 2000. Initially we 
thought to name ourselves the Centre for Gender Studies, but – considering 
the ways in which at Babes-Bolyai University the centers and the institutes are 
structured – we decided to use the term “interdisciplinary group” not to be 
confused with mono-disciplinary centers and institutes. In the very next days 
the IGGS is going to present a request to the Senate of Babes-Bolyai University 
to establish a so-called transversal department on gender studies, a unite 
defined at the crossroads of the involved (traditional) departments. This 
request is supported by the Research Centre for Women’s Studies (Sussex), by 
the Centre for Women’s Studies (Nijmegen) and by the vice-dean of the 
Faculty of Political Sciences and Public Administration (who is also the 
director of the public relations and image of Babes-Bolyai University). Starting 
with the academic year 2001/2002 our transversal department will offer the 
four semester long Program on “Gender, Society and Culture” and a 
certificate for the students who take that successfully, and later on will come 
out with the initiative to establish an interdisciplinary and cross-departmental 
M.A. program on Gender Studies. 
 

B. The development of a teaching module, the Program on “Gender, Society 
and Culture”  
This is to be offered for a group of fifteen-twenty undergraduate students 
enrolled on several specialisations on those social sciences that are part of our 
network. During four semesters, our students are supposed to choose at least 
four courses from the following package of courses and to participate on the 
monthly Feminist Research Seminar in order to receive a certificate on gender 



studies. These courses and the credits obtained are going to be mentioned on 
their files. The courses offered within the Program on “Gender, Society and 
Culture” starting with the academic year 2001-2002 are: introduction into 
gender studies (Olivia Toderean, compulsory at political sciences); gender, 
nation and nationalism (Eniko Magyari-Vincze, optional at European 
Studies); psychology of health (Adriana Baban, compulsory at psychology); 
women in Romania between tradition and modernity in the 20th century 
(Ghizela Cosma, compulsory at history); gender and communication (Aurel 
Codoban and Mihaela Calut-Frunza, optional at philosophy); demography 
(Cornelia Muresan, optional at social work); social problems and public 
policies (Livia Popescu, compulsory at social work); family and gender issues 
(Petru Ilut, optional at social work). 
 
C. The preparation of an M.A. program on Gender Studies 
Three important steps were done in the academic year 2000/2001 in this 
direction:  
- the development of some of the courses to be offered at the master’s level,  
- the formation of the institutional structure (the “transversal department” as 
mentioned above) that has the capacity to offer such a program in the next 
years as an interdisciplinary M.A. at the crossroads of several departments, 
- the establishment of a bilateral agreement between Babes-Bolyai University, 
Sussex University and Nijmegen University in order for a student and faculty 
exchange within the Socrates framework  
We also started to work on the establishment of cooperation with the 
ATHENA Socrates network on Women’s Studies within their next three-year 
program.  
 
 
FACULTY DEVELOPMENT 

As a result of the documentation visits abroad and of the visits of our partners 
to Cluj we managed to strengthen the teaching capacity on gender studies 
and the position of senior scholars and to promote junior scholars. All the 
courses to be offered within the Program on “Gender, Society and Culture” 
are recognized as part of the undergraduate curricula, and some of us 
managed to introduce courses to the curricula of different existing master’s 
programs. The chairs (traditional departments) and faculty involved in the 
project of the IGGS are the following: 
 
At the Faculty of European Studies 

- the Chair of European Studies (assoc. prof. dr. Enikő Magyari-Vincze, assoc. 
prof. dr. Ovidiu Pecican; and Éva Papp, the documentarist of the IGGS) 
- the Chair of the Management of European Institutions (lecturer dr. Elena 
Porumb, teaching assistant drd. Marcela Rad) 
At the Faculty of Political Sciences and Public Administration 
- the Chair of Political Sciences (teaching assistant drd. Olivia Toderean) 
At the Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences  



- the Chair of Psychology (assoc. prof. dr. Adriana Băban) 
At the Faculty of History and Philosophy 
- the Chair of Contemporary History and International Relations (lecturer dr. 
Ghizela Cosma) 
- the Chair of Social Work (assoc. prof. dr. Livia Popescu, assoc. prof. dr. Mária 
Roth-Szamosközi, assoc. prof. dr. Cornelia Mureşan) 
- the Chair of Philosophy (prof. dr. Aurel Codoban, teaching assistant drd. 
Mihaela Căluţ-Frunză) 
- the Chair of Sociology (prof. dr. Petru Iluţ). 
 
Other two members of the IGGS – lecturer drd. Csilla Könczei and drd. Enikő 
Demény – are participating on our program as members of the Institute for 
Cultural Anthropology at the Faculty of European Studies; and another 
member, professor dr. Mihaela Miroiu, is participating as a visiting scholar at 
Babes-Bolyai University, otherwise being the dean of the Depratment of 
Political Sciences at the National School of Political Sciences and Public 
Administration from Bucharest). 
 
If one compares our achievements with the original plans he/ she may 
observe that we accomplished everything we’ve planned. However, we 
encountered some obstacles as well, mostly related to the effort to gain 
institutional recognition for our teaching program as a whole at Babes-Bolyai 
University, not only for the individual courses. The workshop organized on 
the 7th and 8th of June 2001 on the topic “Academic Feminism in Europe and 
in Cluj” had an important role in overcoming them. This two-day long 
workshop aimed on the one hand to evaluate the first year of the HESP-
supported program, and on the other hand to have talks with the university’s 
leadership on the need and results of introducing gender studies. 
Accordingly, the schedule of the workshop was the following:  
 
On the 7th of June, 2001 
10:00 – 10:40 meeting with professor dr. Vasile Boari, the dean of the Faculty 
of Political and Administrative Sciences, and with associate professor Irina 
Kantor, the Socrates coordinator the FPAS 
10:45 – 11:15 meeting with associate professor Mircea Maniu, the Director of 
the International Relations Office, Babes-Bolyai University and lector drd. 
Cătălin Baba speaker of Babes-Bolyai University, vice dean of the Faculty of 
Political and Administrative Sciences 
11:30 – 12:15 meeting with professor dr. Mircea Miclea, the head of the 
Department of Psychology 
15:30 – 18:30 public lectures presented by professor dr. Barbara Einhorn, 
Research Centre for Women’s Studies, University of Sussex; drd. Claudia 
Krops, Centre for Women’s Studies, University of Nijmegen; professor dr. 
Mihaela Miroiu, National School of Political and Administrative Sciences, 
Bucuresti, Romania; associate professor dr. Adriana Băban, Babeş-Bolyai 



University, Cluj; professor dr. Aurel Codoban, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj; 
associate professor dr. Enikő Magyari-Vincze, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj 
 
On the 8th of June, 2001 
9:30 – 12:30 Meeting of the Interdisciplinary Group for Gender Studies and 
the representatives of our partner institutions, Barbara Einhorn and Claudia 
Krops; with the participation of the HESP consultant Bogdan Lesnik, 
professor at the Institutum Studiorum Humanitatis in Ljubljana.  
16:00 – meeting of the Group with the HESP consultant 
 
As a result of these meetings, a bilateral agreement was set up between the 
Faculty of Political Sciences and Public Administration from Babes-Bolyai 
University and the Research Centre for Women’s Studies at the University of 
Sussex and the Centre for Women’s Studies at the University of Nijmegen for 
student and faculty exchange on gender studies within a Socrates program. 
Besides, some basic information and support was obtained for the 
establishment of a department on gender studies at Babes-Bolyai University 
also under the impact of the unit partnership we’ve developed with our 
partners. 
 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS  

 
Courses at undergraduate level revised in the first year of the project: 
- Introduction into gender studies (Olivia Toderean at political sciences) 
- Gender, nation and nationalism (Enikő Magyari-Vincze at European 
studies) 
- Psychology of health (Adriana Băban at psychology) 
- Women in Romania between tradition and modernity in the 20th century 
(Ghizela Cosma at history) 
- Gender and communication (Aurel Codoban and Mihaela Căluţ-Frunză at 
philosophy) 
- Demography (Cornelia Mureşan at social work) 
The above courses, alongside with others – as part of the curriculum of the 
involved chairs – were already offered in the academic year 2000-2001, so that 
a total  number of 370 students (+ 235 students on long distance learning) 
were already  taken them. Introduction into gender studies: 25 students on 
political science (+ 30 students on long distance learning); Gender and 
communication: 50 students on philosophy; Demography: 100 students on 
social work (+ 40 students on long distance learning); Social problems and 
public policies: 25 students on social work (+ 25 students on long distance 
learning); Gender, nation and nationalism: 30 students on european studies; 
Psychology of health: 60 students on psychology (+ 140 students on long 
distance learning); Women in Romania between tradition and modernity in 
the 20th century: 20 students on history; Family and gender issues: 30 students 
on social work. Enikő Demény offered a guest lecture for 25 students on 



sociology, Hungarian line of study, and Mária Roth-Szamosközi for 5 
students on psychology, Hungarian line of study.  
 
Courses at master’s level developed in the first year of the project (some of 
themes are offered within existing M.A. programs; some of them were 
developed recently for the new M.A. program on gender studies): 
- Feminist theories and cultural anthropology (Enikő Magyari-Vincze 
already offered at the M.A. on cultural anthropology in the academic year 
2000-2001 for a total of 15 students in their first year of study; 4 post-graduate 
students from their second year of study are writing their M.A. thesis on 
gender-related topics) 
- Body, gender and body language (Aurel Codoban to be offered starting 
with the academic year 2001/2002 within the M.A. on philosophy and the 
M.A. on communication) 
- The gender regimes of institutions (Enikő Demény) 
- Gender and law (Marcela Rad) 
- Women in Romania in the Middle Ages (Ovidiu Pecican) 
- Organizational culture and gender roles (Elena Porumb) 
- Women’s health from the perspective of a feminist psychology (Adriana 
Băban) 
- Family, fertility and gender (Cornelia Mureşan) 
 
As related to the establishment of the IGGS, the development of our 
documentation centre was started, that produced in the academic year 
2000/2001 the following: 
- a data base of the books of the IGGS library (formed of books received as a 
donation from the Network of East West Women, from the Centre for 
Women’s Studies at the University of Nijmegen, and also of personal books) 
- a data base for the books on gender and women’s studies to be found in the 
libraries from Cluj 
- a list of contact addresses of women’s studies, gender studies and feminist 
studies centers in the world, and of the European programs and networks on 
this domain 
- the first issue of the Newsletter of the IGGS (in English); the second issue – 
including the papers presented at the first workshop of the program – is going 
to be published at the end of June 
- the first promotional material for the students to enroll in the program 
“gender, society and culture” (in Romanian) 
- the web-site of the IGGS (in English). 
 



2001/2002 
 
 
 
The development of a set of new courses to be offered at post-graduate level:  

• Gender and sexuality in identity politics (Enikő Magyari-Vincze) 
• Gender and health (Adriana Băban) 
• The gesture semiotics of gender communication (Aurel Codoban) 
• Demographic behaviour. A gender perspective (Cornelia Mureşan) 
• Visual communication and gendered power relations (Csilla Könczei) 
• Feminist anthropology (Enikő Magyari-Vincze) 
• The feminist movement in Romania in the interwar period (Ghizela 

Cosma) 
• Family and gender issues (Petru Iluţ) 
• Welfare systems and gender inequalities (Livia Popescu) 
• Feminism and multiculturalism (Mihaela Frunză) 
• Gender in international relations (Olivia Toderean) 
• Gendered violence (Maria Roth) 

 
The formal constitution of the Program for Gender Studies at Babes-Bolyai 
University, administered by the Department of Political and Administrative 
Sciences of the same university (on the base of the decision of the University 
Senate) 
 
Teaching the courses at an undergraduate level, developed in the academic 
year 2000-2001  
 
The elaboration of the strategic development plan for an M.A. program on 
gender studies at Babes-Bolyai University  
 
The organization of several meetings of the Feminist Studies Seminar  
 
Publishing the 2nd issue of the Group’s Newsletter 
 
Publishing the volume of studies „Prezenţe feminine. Studii despre femei în 
România” (Female Presences. Women’s Studies in Romania), edited by G. 
Cosma, E. Magyari-Vincze, O. Pecican, Desire Press, 2002, consisting of 
articles of the group members 
 
Developing the data base on the books received as donations from the 
Network of East-West Women and from the Centre for Women’s Studies at 
the University of Nijmegen 
 
Documentation visits to our partner institutions  
 



2002/2003 
 
 
COURSE DEVELOPMENT  
 
During this period the members of the Interdisciplinary Group for Gender 
Studies were writing the multidisciplinary courses on the following topics: 
 

• Feminist theorizing on sex and gender (Enikő Magyari-Vincze, Enikő 
Demény, Cristian Branea) 

• Gender, family and bodies (Petru Iluţ, Adriana Băban, Cornelia 
Mureşan, Mária Roth) 

• Gendering politics (Livia Popescu, Enikő Magyari-Vincze, Olivia 
Toderean) 

• Gended (her)stories (Ghizela Cosma, Ovidiu Pecican) 
• Communicating gender (Aurel Codoban, Csilla Könczei, Mihaela 

Frunză) 
• Gender and organizational culture (Elena Porumb, Marcela Rad) 

 
 
STRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT  
 
In order to support the M.A. “Gender, Differences and Inequalities” which 
will be started with the academic year 2003-2004 between March and May 
2003 we have organized two public programs with the participation of the 
group members.  
 
1. “Week of Gender Studies” 
 The program called “Week of Gender Studies at Babes-Bolyai 
University” included the presentation of the courses of the new masters 
program, and several thematic multimedia seminars. The exposed materials 
(books, posters, flyers of women’s studies programs across the world) and the 
film screenings raised the impact of the event including the following 
moments:   
 
19 May, 2003, 18:00 – 21:30 
Family and demographic behavior 
Sorina BUMBULUŢ, Prof. dr. Petru ILUŢ, Associate professor dr. Cornelia 
MUREŞAN, Associate professor dr. Ovidiu PECICAN, Associate professor dr. 
ROTH Mária, Petruţa MÎNDRUŢ – documentarist  
Selecţion from the films presented at the MediaWave festival 2003 entitled 
“The Woman” –  presented by Lecturer drd. KÖNCZEI Csilla 
 
21 May 2003, 18:00 – 21:30 
Gender/Representation/Performance  



Assistant professor, CEP fellow Cristian BRANEA, Lecturer drd. Marcela 
DOMUŢĂ, Associate professor dr. MAGYARI-VINCZE Enikő, Associate 
professor dr. Livia POPESCU, Lecturer Drd. Olivia TODEREAN, Lecturer 
drd. Gabriel TROC 
Selecţion from the films presented at the MediaWave festival 2003 entitled 
“The Woman” 
 
26 May 2003, 18:00 – 21:30 
New Generations in Gender Studies 
Students on philosophy, anthropology and psychology presenting their 
research paper: Anca GHIMPU, Ciprian ORBAN, Adriana TAROPA, Ciprian 
SASSU, Ana-Elena ILINCA, Diana DAMIAN; Lucian LUPU, Felician 
CHIRUŢA, Lucian RADU, Petru MOLDOVAN, Simona CHIOREAN; Patricia 
NEDELEA,  Petruţa MÎNDRUŢ, GEAMBASU Réka, Cătălina ANDREESCU; 
Lorena VĂETIŞI  
With the participation of Assistant professor drd. Mihaela FRUNZĂ,  Prof. dr. 
Aurel CODOBAN, Associate professor dr. Elena PORUMB 
 
 
2. “Women’s Work” 

 On the 30th of March 2003 the Foundation Desire organized in the 
Transit House from Cluj a day-long event with the occasion of Women’s 
International Day. Representatives of the academic sphere, mostly the 
members of the Interdisciplinary Group for Gender Studies, and 
representatives of local women non-governmental organizations were 
discussing the issue of women’s condition in the post-socialist Romania in the 
terms of the newly produced economic inequalities. The event was open to a 
broader public, and included book presentations, a roundtable discussion on 
women’s works, film screenings and a One-Woman Show.   
 
 
FACULTY AND STAFF DEVELOPMENT  
 
In May our new documentarist Petruta Mindrut was making a visit to the 
Centre for Women’s Studies from the University of Nijmegen, The 
Netherlands 
 
The three years long program ended up with an evaluation meeting with the 
participation of professor Barbara Einhorn from the Research Centre fro 
Women’s Studies from Sussex University, Great Britain, Claudia Krops, the 
coordinator of the Centre of Women’s Studies from Nijmegen University, and 
members of the Interdisciplinary Group for Gender Studies from Babes-Bolyai 
University, Cluj. Besides evaluating our past activities we aim to outline the 
directions of our future cooperation.  
 



The evaluation meeting from the 27th of June 2003 was followed by a 
conference (28-30 June), which broadens the issue of gender relations and 
women’s condition towards the topic of renegotiating socio-cultural identities 
in the post-socialist Eastern Europe.  The papers of the conference were 
published in the book Performing Identities, edited by Enikő Magyari-Vincze 
and Petruţa Mîndruţ (Cluj: EFES, 2003).  
 
 



2005/2006 
 
 
The main objectives of our new HESP funded project entitled Teaching 

gender in Eastern Europe are to strengthen the position of gender studies at 
Babes-Bolyai University, and to contribute to the development of a regional 
network through which our former accomplishments and future plans might 
have a broader impact. The first objective is followed through two main aims: 
on the one hand the development of a four semester long master’s program 
structured according to the Bologna reform, and on the other hand the 
establishment of the Centre for Gender Studies that would empower the 
existing cross-departmental cooperation. 
 
 

In these terms during the first year our team was accomplishing the 
following: 
 
1. The development of the conception of the courses that are going to be 
offered in the new, four semester long M.A. program (see the attached 
syllabi); new junior scholars were involved into our team (Reka Geambasu, 
Petruta Mindrut, Gabriela Lemeni, Nicoleta Paina, Imola Antal); from the old 
team the following scholars remained in the group (Livia Popescu, Csilla 
Konczei, Eniko Demeny, Adriana Baban, Eniko Magyari-Vincze, Ovidiu 
Pecican, Marcela Domuta; Maria Roth and Mihaela Frunza are still members 
of our group, but they do not benefit from the new HESP grant, because they 
do not develop new courses, respectively the latter is having another HESP 
scholarship). 
 
2. The accreditation of the Centre for Gender Studies at Babes-Bolyai 
University.   
 
3. The inauguration of the new library and office place of the Centre:   

o we linked this event with the special occasion of hosting at our 
Group professor Ann Snitow from New School University, New 
York, the main coordinator of the book donation program of the 
Network of East West Women (due to which are gender studies 
library grows continuously)  

o four major workshops were organized with the participation of 
Ann Snitow: 

� public conference on the topic: Resistance to feminism: 
taboos? Fears? Misconceptions? Misogyny? 

� within the program of Foundation Desire “Feminist 
Evenings” the workshop including film screening related 
to American feminist memories 

� seminars for students on the following issues:  
• How can/should feminism be institutionalized? 



• Widening democracy, or feminist understandings 
of politics 

o the vice-rector of Babes-Bolyai University, the vice-president of 
the university’s Academic Council and the vice-dean of the 
Faculty of European Studies were present at the opening 
ceremony, acknowledging the existence, developments and 
further plans of the Interdisciplinary Group for Gender Studies; 
with this occasion we announced the formation of the Centre for 
Gender Studies, whose accreditation process is going on  

 
4. Documentation visits to partner institutions 

- Reka Geambasu, Goldsmith College of the University of London, May 
2006 

- Petruta Mindrut, Goldsmith College of the University of London, May 
2006 

- Imola Antal, Belgrade Women’s Studies Centre, May 2006     
Documentation visits postponed for the fall of 2006: 

- Gabriela Lemeni, University of Sussex  
- Nicoleta Paina, University of Sussex  

 
5. Course development by Reka Geambasu, Petruta Mindrut, Gabriela 
Lemeni, Nicoleta Paina, Imola Antal, Livia Popescu, Csilla Konczei, Eniko 
Demeny, Adriana Baban, Eniko Magyari-Vincze, Ovidiu Pecican, Marcela 
Domuta – the new course syllabi are going to be used in October 2006, when 
our proposal for the two-year long master’s program is going to be presented 
for accreditation according to the new accreditation requirements in Romania 
 
6. Student recruitment for the academic year 2006-2007 (using flyers and the 
web-site of the program) and admission 
 
7. Workshop organized in Cluj with the participation of partner institutions 
(excepting the Belgrade Women’s Studies Centre who could not attend our 
meeting), 10-12 of July 2006 

- 10th of July: workshop with the participation of faculty across our 
network: 

o the state of teaching gender at the partner universities (Sophie 
Day, Frances Pine, Erzsebet Barat, Edwina Griffith, Libby 
Assassi, Adriana Baban, Eniko Magyari-Vincze) 

o presentation of the first year’s activities at Babes-Bolyai 
University 

o presenting the projects for joint courses by the faculty from 
Babes-Bolyai University 

- 11th of July: public lectures: trends in teaching and research on gender 
in Europe 

o Frances Pine and Sophie Day: Teaching and researching gender 
in anthropology 



o Erzsebet Barat: Exclusionary logic from the victim’s perspective 
o Edwina Griffith: Reconfiguring the subject. Gender inside and 

outside the boundaries of discipline 
o Libby Assassi: Gender in international relations 
o Adriana Baban: Why we need to teach health from a gender 

perspective 
o Petruta Mindrut: Shape your body, shape your life: the post-

communist body in the making 
o Livia Popescu: Gendering social policies in Romania 
o Eniko Magyari-Vincze: At the crossroads of ethnicity and 

gender 
o Mihaela Frunza: Teaching gender in Romania. Institutional and 

personal experiences. 
o Ovidiu Pecican: Researching history from a gender perspective 

in Romania 
 



2006/2007 
 
COURSE DEVELOPMENT 
Members of our team were working on course development  

o Petruţa Mîndruţ Teampău, Internship and gender research 
o Csilla Könczei, Visual methods in social research 
o Enikő Demény, Foundations of Gender Studies 
o Adriana Băban, Qualitative research methods 
o Enikő Magyari-Vincze, Action research and public anthropology 
o Mihaela Frunză, Ethics, gender, and interdisciplinarity 
o Hajnalka Harbula, Women’s movement in Europe  

The majority of the courses are method/methodology/epistemology oriented 
giving to students also practical knowledge and a chance to put into use their 
theoretical skills. These courses are nicely completing the topic- and 
theoretically oriented ones developed during the previous years. During the 
next semester the mentioned persons are going to develop detailed course 
syllabi and prepare the related course readers. In this way the full offer of the 
two year long M.A. program is going to be ready by the beginning of the next 
academic year, when some of the courses are going to be changed, 
transformed into courses jointly offered by our faculty and by faculty from 
our partner institutions.    
 
 
PARTNERING  

- Contacting the faculty from our partner institutions in order to plan the 
joint courses to be developed during our third activity year; the 
following teams were formed: Enikő Magyari-Vincze and Frances Pine 
(Goldsmith), Adriana Băban and Sophie Day (Goldsmith), Enikő 
Demény and the Athena 3 working group, Mihaela Frunză and 
Jasmina Lukic (CEU), Maria Roth and Dasa Duhacek (Belgrade), Livia 
Popescu and Eva Fodor (CEU), Ovidiu Pecican, Enikő Magyari-Vincze 
Erzsébet Barát (CEU) and Allaine Cerwonka (CEU) , Enikő Magyari-
Vincze and Barbara Einhorn (Sussex) 

 
- Developing and signing the partnership agreements between the 

Centre for Gender Studies from Babes-Bolyai University and our 
partner institutions  

 
 
DOCUMENTATION VISITS  
1. Maria Roth to CEU       
2. Livia Popescu to CEU      
3. Ovidiu Pecican to CEU      
4. Csilla Könczei to Goldsmith     
5. Adriana Băban to Goldsmith     



6. Enikő Demény.    She participated on the meeting of the Athena 3 working 
group at Tronto, Italy, as a result of which our Centre for Gender Studies 
participates in a project for developing and teaching a joint curricula on 
gender studies. 
7. Gabriela Lemeni, University of Sussex  
8. Nicoleta Paina, University of Sussex  
 
 
PREPEARING THE ACCREDITATION MATERIAL FOR A NEW M.A. 
PROGRAM 

The accreditation material of our program was presented at university level 
by the end of April and sent to the national level in May 2007. The new 
program is entitled “Gender research and equal opportunities” [INTERNAL 
LINK].    
 

 
ORGANIZING THE WORKSHOP 
ACADEMIC CULTURES AND THE FEMINIST CRITIQUE 
The workshop organized on the 13th and the 14th of July 2007 with the 
participation of representatives from our partner institutions will take place in 
three sessions, as follows: 
  
Politics of gender inside and outside the academia. This session will explore 
the extent and ways by which gender awareness and feminism are present in 
the broader social and political context of the academic world, and what 
impact does this have on the development of gender studies programs; and 
vice versa: what kind of political claims are gender studies programs making 
(are these claims feminists, and what does their feminism mean?) and what 
impact does academic feminism have on strengthening gender awareness in 
the broader social context, is this type of feminism transformative and if yes, 
what kind of change it may generate and through what kinds of social 
partnerships; or, differently put: what is the politics (in a large sense) of 
gender in "our" societies (in the societies where people present at the 
conference do their researches and/or are teaching gender). 
 
The power regimes of universities and the feminist participation.  This 
session addresses issue like: how are the nature and the dynamics of 
universities today facilitating and/or restricting the development of gender 
studies programs; here issues of institutionalization in the context of the 
European and the national higher education reforms might be discussed, 
alongside with strategies of integration into existing academic structures 
and/or strategies of developing autonomous institutions and the boundaries 
between being integrated into the system and maintaining a sense of criticism 
towards it; further on, one may want to include at this session discussions 
about why and how gender studies programs are different than other 
academic programs and/or about the relation between disciplinarity and 
interdisciplinarity; how power relations at the level of universities and 



personal (lack of) strengths are shaping the opportunities of institutionalizing 
gender studies programs; how processes of centralization and de-
centralization of higher education might be interpreted from the point of view 
of the success of gender studies programs.     
 
Feminist knowledge production and social change. At this session 
participants will talk about their experiences about teaching feminism, about 
assuming feminist positions in research and/or towards publicly debated 
issues, about efforts of using feminist knowledge as part of transformative 
social projects, about applied research, action research, participatory research, 
about the impact of feminism on their own personal developments. 
 
 
 
 
 


