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ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR 2014 

 

03.03.2014, Cluj-Napoca 

 

On the 3rd of March 2014, the board of Foundation Desiré analyzed the Foundation’s 
activities regarding its activist actions, social projects, and programs run on 
volunteering bases (http://www.Desiré-ro.eu/?page_id=37), and as well as its 
researches (http://www.Desiré-ro.eu/?page_id=28) that were carried on since 2004 
till today on the socio-territorial inclusion of Roma from Romania. Besides, the board 
took decisions on what concerns the Foundation’s continuous implication in this 
process. This is a public update on these developments.   

    

 

Since 2008, starting with research programs and continuing with activist actions, the 
activities of Foundation Desiré predominantly focused on the issue of Roma social 
exclusion in Romania, on the marginalized communities from Pata Rât/Cluj-Napoca, 
and afterwards on the forced evictions affecting families from Coastei street/Cluj-
Napoca and on claims regarding the socio-territorial desegregation of the Pata Rât 
area.    

The participation of Foundation Desiré starting with 2010 on social activism against 
(Roma) ghettoization, and as well as its role in the formation and activities of the 
Working Group of Civil Society Organizations, is reflected in this document:  
<http://www.Desiré-ro.eu/wp-
content/uploads/antisegregation_activism_Cluj_3.pdf>. 

From the very beginning of 2013, Foundation Desiré participated as organizational 
partner from Romania on the international research project Faces and Causes of the 
Roma Marginalization in Local Settings. Tools and methods for evaluation and data 
collection. Contextual Inquiry to the UNDP/World Bank/EC regional Roma Survey 
2011 (https://cps.ceu.hu/research/roma-marginalization). 

Besides other types of activities, in the same year, our Foundation participated on 
different initiatives of Amnesty International and European Roma Rights Centre 
related to forced evictions from Romania, and in particular to the community and 
the Community Association of Roma from Coastei (for example, http://www.Desiré-
ro.eu/wp-content/uploads/FINAL-JAN-2013-OPEN-LETTER-Ro-government.pdf; 
http://www.Desiré-ro.eu/wp-content/uploads/prop-evac-incluz-soc_Desiré-
oct2o13-final.pdf). 
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In the summer of 2013 – on the base of its research expertise cumulated with the 
experience of collaborating with marginalized Roma communities, and with 
specialists and organizations working on this domain –, Foundation Desiré initiated 
and coordinated the elaboration of three project proposals submitted to the 
competition “NGO Fund in Romania” (http://www.Desiré-ro.eu/wp-
content/uploads/Desiré-foundation-projects-20131.pdf). Till this moment we 
received negative responses to two of them.  

In the Fall of 2013, the president of Foundation Desiré was one of the coordinators 
of the working group that elaborated the proposal "Cluj 2020 – inclusive city" for the 
development strategy of Cluj 2014-2020 (http://www.Desiré-
ro.eu/?attachment_id=691).  

 

 

* 

 

 

On the base of the analysis of activities briefly presented above, Foundation Desiré 
reached at the following conclusion regarding its activities planned for 2014.  

The Foundation will continue its involvement into enhancing the socio-territorial 
inclusion of marginalized Roma communities from Pata Rât/Cluj-Napoca and from 
Romania.  

 

Committed to an inclusive, cohesive and sustainable development that guarantees 
the fulfilment of this objective, by methods ensuring the participation of 
communities on these activities, Foundation Desiré aims at the assessment and 
monitoring of: (1) the way in which the City Hall and the Local Council of Cluj-Napoca 
will include into the 2014-2020 Development strategy of the city the proposals 
regarding the Integrated plan for the socio-territorial inclusion of marginalized 
communities from Pata Rât, and also the proposals concerning the creation and 
functioning of Inclusive and participative institutional mechanisms and instruments; 
(2) the impact of the implementation of policies defined in the Strategy on 
marginalized Roma communities from Pata Rât; (3) the impact and results of public 
and private projects carried on in Cluj-Napoca targeting the socio-territorial 
desegregation of the Pata Rât area. Moreover, Foundation Desiré will continue 
empowering and supporting people living in the Pata Rât area in their effort to 
participate in the city’s life as equals with other citizens.    
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Beyond the city of Cluj, Foundation Desiré will continue: (1) to participate on activist 
actions run by international organizations against forced evictions and socio-
territorial segregation; (2) to be involved into trans-national research activities with 
impact on the improvement of instruments for assessing and monitoring local public 
policies that concern the socio-territorial inclusion/exclusion of marginalized Roma; 
(3) to collaborate with other initiatives from Romania that promote and sustain the 
housing rights of all, and in particular of marginalized and disadvantaged social 
categories.  

Last, but not least, Foundation Desiré launches the initiative across the institutional 
partnership network created for one the project proposals that was not funded by 
the Norwegian funds,1 to start implementing some of the project activities on a 
voluntary basis. We are reminding here that the institutional partners of Foundation 
Desiré on the project “POLROM N-V” – Think tank and civic network for Roma 
policies in the North-West Development Region were: Foundation Ruhama from 
Oradea, Association Equal Opportunities from Zalau, Association Romano Butiq from 
Bucharest, the Community Association of Roma from Coastei, the Faculty of 
Sociology and Social Work, and the International Relations and American Studies 
Department of the Faculty of European Studies at the Babes-Bolyai University from 
Cluj-Napoca.  

                                                           
1 From the project abstract. The project of Foundation Desiré for Social Reflection 
and Openness, “POLROM N-V” – THINK TANK AND CIVIC NETWORK FOR ROMA 
POLICIES IN THE NORTH-VEST DEVELOPMENT REGION , develops two new structures 
of the institutionalized civil society, whose beneficiaries will be organizations, citizens 
and public institutions. We create a participatory model of analysis, elaboration and 
promotion of local and trans-local policies whose contents concern sustainable and 
inclusive development because it generates institutional changes in connection with 
the most vulnerable social groups that is Roma communities subsumed to socio-
territorial marginalization, including their racialized stigmatization by the majority 
society. The think tank and civic network created and consolidated by the project are 
a novelty in the Romanian public sphere due to the fact that they decentralize the 
public policy expertise coagulated till now at central level or in the country capital 
and capitalizes it at the level of the North-Vest Development Region, disseminating 
recommendations and models that might be used as well as in other regions. If the 
project would have been approved, it could have benefited of a financial support of 
3700 euro on the behalf of the City Hall (according to the Local Council decision 
40/29.08.2013); this could have been part of the total amount of 14.991 euro (20% 
of the total project budget) asked by the funding agency as the implementer’s own 
contribution, and could have partly cover the costs of workshops and trainings with 
the participation of the interested city hall staff and local councillors.    
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